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1. British Musical Instrument:

Me: Scottish Bagpipes                     



Dear Diary,

Let me introduce myself. I am a Scottish Bagpipes and throughout this diary, I am going to take
you  through  my  journey  and  tell  you  about  my  country  and  its  traditions.  Here  is  a  brief
description of my origins and how I was used. Bagpipes are a class of musical instrument using
enclosed reeds fed from a constant reservoir of air in the form of a bag. Though the Scottish Great
Highland bagpipe and Irish uilleann pipes have the greatest international visibility, bagpipes have
been played for centuries throughout large parts of Europe, the Caucasus, around the Persian Gulf
and in Northern Africa. 

During the expansion of the British Empire, spearheaded by British military forces that included
Highland regiments,  the Scottish  Great  Highland bagpipe  became well-known worldwide.  This
surge in popularity was boosted by large numbers of pipers trained for military service in World
War I and World War II. 

In the United Kingdom and Commonwealth Nations such as Canada and New Zealand, the Great
Highland bagpipe is commonly used in the military and is often played in formal ceremonies. 

In recent years, often driven by revivals of native folk music and dance, many types of bagpipes
have enjoyed resurgence in popularity and, in many cases; instruments that were on the brink of
obscurity have become extremely popular. Additionally, bagpipes have often been used in various
films depicting moments from Scottish and Irish history; the film ‘Brave heart’ and the theatrical
show ‘River Dance’ have served to make the uilleann pipes more commonly known. Bagpipes are
sometimes played at formal events in Commonwealth universities, particularly in Canada.

January 2013 ( By Isha, Sana, Nadia)

2. My visit to London

Dear Diary, Buckingham Palace

I am going to describe my visit to London. I went to London by train and took the underground, the
‘tube’ to visit different famous attractions. I went to the ‘London Eye’ and I took a ride which was
amazing as I was able to see London from a rotating glass capsule. The ‘London Eye’ is a giant
ferries wheel which is situated on the banks of the rivers themes in London, England. The ‘London
Eye’ cost about 70 million pounds to build.  



I also went to visit ‘Big Ben’ and took so many photos. The main bell officially known as the great
bell  is  called  ‘Big  Ben’  which  is  the  largest  bell  in  the  tower  and part  of  the  great  clock  of
Westminster (The Houses of Parliament). ‘Big Ben’ holds the largest four-faced chiming clock in
the world and the third tallest free clock tower. The hour hand is 9 feet (2.7m) long and the minute
hand is 14 feet (4.3m) long! 

I also stood on and crossed ‘London Bridge’. ‘London Bridge’ refers to several bridges that have
spanned the River Thames between the City of London and Southwark, in central London. The
current crossing, which opened to traffic in 1973, is a box girder bridge constructed from concrete
and steel. It replaced a 19th century stone-arched bridge, which in turn superseded a 600-year-old
medieval structure. This was preceded by a succession of timber bridges; the first was built by the
Roman founders of London.

I also went to see ‘Buckingham Palace’ and watched the famous change of guards. ‘Buckingham
Palace’ is the official London residence and principal workplace of the monarchy of the United
Kingdom. Located in the City of Westminster, the palace is often at the centre of state occasions
and royal hospitality. It has been a focus for the British people at times of national rejoicing.

February 2013 (By Aliya)
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3. Behaviour in Britain

Dear Diary,

I would like to discuss behaviour in Britain and how it is seen by people and in the eyes of the
British law. I think that behaviour in Britain is a mixture of things we want or don't want to do in
life. It is also about what people will need. Some people break the law on purpose because it is
what they want to do. Some people follow it because they want to or need to. I always follow
the rules and the law because I believe that part of being a good citizen is to know your rights
and above all know that we all have duties towards each other. 

The law helps prevent  crimes and illegal  prospects  going on in life.  The law is  something
everyone has                                      to follow and respect at all times. It is not a matter of
choice or decision. It is an official paper which has to be represented in each shop or on the
streets.

I listened and saw people protesting peacefully in the streets. Protesting is a form of expression
of our right to have a freedom of speech and it constitutes part of our democratic system in



Britain. This takes place when people want something but the government won’t give them
that right. People protest because they want to go on strike or they don't get paid enough from
their jobs.

I have watched a documentary on TV showing riots in Britain a few years ago. There were
violent riots which involved mostly teenagers who went on the streets fighting the police force.
It also involved stealing money, burglary, breaking into shops and throwing rocks. It lasted for a
long time (2-5 weeks). A lot of people were arrested and went to prison. 

March 2013 (by Mona, Ayesha and Jannat)

4. Weddings

Dear Diary,
I  have  interviewed  my  friends  about  weddings  in  Britain  and  asked  them  the  following
questions:

1. Where do weddings take place?
Weddings usually take place at homes or at religious place for example mosques, churches,
temples, football grounds. Some even sky dive and get married.

2. What type of wedding clothes do people wear?
There  are  many  types  of  clothing  for  brides  because  there  are  different  religions  and
nationalities and cultures and in different places brides have different clothing due to the
fact that there are many different types of bridal wear. As well as brides, grooms and guests
there are other important people called bridesmaids. They are quite important as well as in
the wedding they come from the girls side most of the time and as you can tell in the name
they are  to do with the bride.

3. What type of food do people serve at weddings?

Different foods are served at weddings depending on the culture of the families. Mostly,
people serve English traditional food such as roast beef, steaks and curry. A wedding cake is



an essential part of the wedding and the bride and groom cut it at the end of the wedding
reception.

     April 3013 (Shareen, Labiba, Harris and Yusuf)
 

5. Traditional British food

Dear Diary,

I  am going  to  talk  now about  British  food  which  is  varied  according  to  the  background and
nationality  of  people.  I  often  go  to  restaurants  with  my  family  and  eat  Chinese,  Japanese,
Vitienamese, English, Middle Eastern, Pakistani, Indian etc… 

My favourite food is Yorkshire pudding .  This dish is not usually eaten as a dessert like other
puddings but instead as part of the main course. Yorkshire pudding is made from flour, eggs and
milk is sort of batter baked in the oven and usually moistened with gravy. I also like fish and chips,
cherry almond tarts and  spotted dick which is steamed tart containing fruits and served hot with
custard. People usually have a tradional roast turkey on Christmas day. They also have Sunday
roast which is mainly made up of roast chicken or beef served with boiled or roast potatoes and
potato mash towards the early hours of the afternoon. I also love having English breakfast. 

May 2013 (By Yusuf and Sana)  
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6. Religions in Britain

Dear Diary,

My friends and I disussed religions in Britain at school during our Religious Education lessons and 
we exchanged our views about the diversity of our society. We first discussed Islam. Many people 
in Britain are Muslim. In 2011 there were 2.7 million people in Britain (MUSLIM) and it is still rising. 
Islam has been introduced to the United kingdom since 1707. It was not legally recognised until 
the Trinitarian Act in 1812. In 2011, around 60,000 people converted in to Islam. There are many 
mosques in the United Kingdom but the oldest one is the Shah Jahan Mosque.

We also discussed christianity which is the common religion in Great Britain. Between 2004-2008, 
the number of Christians fell by more than 10 percent. Christianity was founded  in 33 AD; 51 
million Christians were estimated in Britain. They are many denominations of Christians in Britain 
such as Roman Catholic, Anglicans and Babtist.

We have talked about Hinduism which has been in England since the early 19th  century. 
Occasionally there were Hindu scholars, philosophers, reformers and also visitors from the princely
states of India. Raja Rani Mohan Roy (born in India in 1772) was the founder of a Hindu reform 
movement in India. 

We have also talked about Sikhism. Most of Britain's Sikhs have their origins in immigration either 
from the Punjab in Northwest India in the 1950s and 60s, or from East Africa slightly later.The first 
recorded Sikh settler in Britain was Maharajah Duleep Singh. Duleep Singh was the last ruler of the
Sikh kingdom of Punjab.

We have discussed Atheisim. Atheisms believe in no god and they believe everything was in earth 
from the beginning of life : this is called the big bang. They believe in no prophets and 
celebrations. They don't pray.

It was very intersting to know about all religions and we learnt how to respect people’s beliefs.

June, July & August 2013 (by Yusuf, Hamza, Aliya)



7. Leaders and politics in Britain

Dear Diary,

I am going to talk about leaders and politics. I consider this topic very important as decisions
taken by leaders are important to change our lives. I have discussed many issues about politics
in our Pupil Development Curriculum lessons. We have to learn about the the political system
in  Britain.  We  first  dicussed  the  British  Parliamant.  The  Parliament  is  where  Members  of
Parliament meet to decide laws and make decisions for the United Kingdom. It is not the same
as the Government (which runs the country). One of the jobs of the Parliament  is to check that
the Government is running the country properly. We have got a Prime minister called David
Cameron who is the leader of the Conservative Party. An oposition party is normally present in
the parliament to make sure that there is a democratic representation and to stop a party from
taking over our politics and make the right decisions. This is similar to american system called
‘Checks and Balances’. The Queen, Elisabeth II has only an informal role. No King or Queen has
entered the House of Commons since 1642, when Charles l stormed in with his soldiers and
tried to arrest five members of Parliament who were there. 
I have learned that the parliament is made up of 2 Houses: The House of Commons and The
House of Lords. The House of Commons has 659 members who have been elected by local
residents  to  represent  an area of  the country in  Parliament.  The members  are  called MPs
(Members of Parliament). Each MP represents one of 659 constituencies (areas) in the UK and
is a member of a political party, such as New Labour or the Conservative party. The House of
Lords is made up of people who have inherited family titles and those who have been given
titles because of their outstanding work in one field or another. There are 675 members of the
Lords.  The main job of the House of Lords is to 'double check' new laws to make sure they are
fair and will work.

 September October 2013 (by Ibrahim,Haris and Hassan)

House of Lords 

         Houses of Parliament (West Minister) 



                          David Cameron House of Commons

8. School Uniform, caps and shoes

Dear Diary,

I am going to talk about my school uniform, caps and shoes. I have to wear a school uniform to go
to school. Both boys and girls have to wear a jacket called blazer, a shirt and a tie. Girls can wear
a skirt. We have to wear smart shoes and trainers are strictly prohibited and we only wear them
during our Physical Education lessons. Most students don’t like school uniform; that’s why I am
going to tell you about caps and trainers. They are lots of caps in the Britain like Cricket caps,
Ascots caps and lots of others. The quality is second to none. Each cap is handmade to ensure
accuracy and quality. Trainers are made for doing something sporty and nearly 100% of children
use trainers for doing P.E. Boots are made for wearing in winter because it covers your leg from
snow and it is all made for wear in winter because it got lots of wool in it. High heels are made for
wearing in special  events and it  is  manly for women and girls.  Sandals are  made to wear in
summer because it has some gapes which will keep your leg warm and not too hot. Football boots
are made to wear in a football matches and mainly football player wear them; even children wear
them when they are playing football matches.  

I love caps and trainers!

November 2013 (Danyal, Saeed, Rahman)
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9. Fun Fairs – My visit to Alton Towers

Dear Diary,



I am going to end by talking about my visit to an Amusement Park called ‘Alton Towers’. Each 
year, we have 3 Curriculum Enrichment and Enhacement Days (CEE Days) during which we 
don’t go to lessons for a day but in return, we take part in different school or outdoor activities.
We go on a lot of trips to the beach, museums and fun fairs or theme parks. My favourite visit 
was to ‘Alton Towers’ theme park. It is the UK's most popular theme park with great rides 
including Nemesis, Oblivion, Air, Rita and Thirteen. There were new rides called Nemesis Sub-
Terra. I have enjoyed Ice Age The 4D Experience! 
I was also able to enjoy many other attractions such as Charlie and the Chocolate Factory – The
Ride. It was nice and sunny in the morning but unfortunately it started to rain in the afternoon. 
This is typical of our British weather. Some of my friends went to Blackpool which is a seaside 
resort and had a great day as well.

December 2013 (Aniqa and Maryam)

 


